INTRODUCTION
Acquired resistance in mice, which is always partial and never absolute, has been the subject of various reviews 8 11 12 -13 . Recently, and more closely related to the matter of the present study, is the comprehensive review elaborated by DEAN 3 . According to this review, the most consis tent data with corroborative results were obtai ned by three major systems of immunization: In the present study, an attempt to obtain immunization through young irradiated worms, by using a strain of S. mansoni that was not employed for this purpose as yet, and a stage of the parasite rarely used in irradiated schemes for immunization, has been made.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The LE strain (Belo Horizonte, Brazil) of S. 
RESULTS
As can be seen in 
DISCUSSION
Considering the data presented in Table 1 , it can be seen that the animal groups which re ceived a prime infection with 20 immature worms, irradiated with 4 and 14 Krad, were able to acquire protection against cercarial challen ge.
In this way, DEAN et al. 5 the inocula employed by DEAN et al. 5 were five times higher than those used in the present pa per, whereas they used an irradiation dose three times higher.
On the other hand, FORD et al. Adelino Ferreira and Mr. Maurício V. da Costa.
